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On Monday April 19th  at 7:00 PM ESNA will be 
hosting a candidate’s night for members of the 
a s s o c i a t i o n 
and Paterson 
voters to meet 
three Mayoral 
c a n d id a t e s . 
The declared 
candidates are 
current mayor 
Joey Torres, 
C o u n c i m a n 
Andre Sayegh 
and Council 

president Jeffrey 
Jones.  Come to 
o u r  s p e c i a l 
meeting and have 
your questions 
answered.  All 
members will be 
allowed to submit 
written questions 
some of which will 
be chosen for the 
cand idates to 
answer. This may 

be the best chance 
for you to hear what the candidates have to say 
about issues affecting 
the future of Paterson.  

Go to the ESNA website, 
www.eastside.org, or 
call 973-345-2700 for 
details and updates on 
this event.   
While not direct ly 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r 
education policy or 
education funding, the 
City Council and Mayor 
have critical roles in 
s up p o r t i ng  s t ud e nt 
success. 

The Mayor and City Council are responsible for  
 

the safety of our children from the time they 
leave home and arrive at the school grounds. 
They also provide after school recreation 
programs.  

The Mayor and City Council work with Board of 
Education and the State Superintendent to 
agree on sites for  new schools. 
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For the March General Meeting ESNA  has 
invited all declared candidates for the Council-
at-Large positions to give a presentation  of 
their positions to the association.  After all can-
didates have spoken there will be an open 
question and answer period.  At the time of go-
ing to press there were 14 declared candidates. 
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ESNA GENERAL MEETING/HOLIDAY 
PARTY MINUTES—Mon. December 14, 2009 

 Their was only one order of business con-
ducted at the General Meeting/Holiday Party. 
Michael Symonds was voted in as 1st Vice-
President, and Francis Harrison was voted in 
as Treasurer�
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Coming this Spring 
from City Green! 

 

Green Your Block!  

Get five neighbors on your block to 
join together to beautify and green 
your block! City Green will provide 
your group with a basic gardening 
class where you will learn the skills 
necessary to plant and care for your 
flowers and trees. We will also pro-
vide flower barrels, seeds, starter 
plants and flower bulbs. 

 

Back Yard Gardener workshops   

City Green’s two-week Backyard 
Gardener Workshop is held to help 
local residents develop the skills 
needed to begin gardening in their 
own backyards or expand on their 
existing gardening skills. Learn 
vegetable and flower gardening, 
container gardening, how to make 
your plants thrive, organic gardening 
techniques, natural pest manage-
ment and more! 
Both workshops are held in the City 
Green Learning Garden at Eastside 
Park 

�

Are you a gardener? Are 
your neighbors? 

Think about registering for the 
2010 “Greenest Place in  
Paterson” contest! 

Registration will be in May and 
judging will take place in July.  
Prizes will be awarded in  
several categories including:  

Best Use of Color 

Best Flower Garden 

Best Vegetable Garden 

Best Street Tree Bed 

Best Window Box  

Best Container Garden 

Most Creative  
Best use of Art in the Gar-

den 

Most neighborhood partici-
pation on a residential 
block 

Most neighborhood partici-
pation on a commercial 
block 

 

 

 

 

And this summer….  

“Garden Camp” at the  
Learning Garden  

for ages 6-11 years old.  

In caring for their own vegeta-
ble beds, children will learn 
plant needs and basic garden-
ing skills, along with lessons 
about nutrition, community and 
the environment. Art projects, 
cooking fun and science explo-
ration will also be a part of the 
fun! On alternate weeks, camp-
ers will harvest the veggies 
from their gardens to take 
home to their families. 

 

Look for more information and 
specific dates and times of all 
programs by: 

·  Going to the City Green web-
site www.citygreenonline.org 

·  Calling us at 201-444-7514 

·  Looking on the Learning Gar-
den bulletin board or 

·  Inquiring with the Department 
of Recreation 

����� ��

� Officers and Board Members 
  

1st VP Michael Symonds 

2nd VP Asher Aladjem 

3rd VP Marc Lazarus 

Treasurer Frances Harrison 

Secretary Barbara O’Dea  

Parliamentarian Richard Walter 

Publicity Open 

Newsletter Andy Heimer 

Membership 
Lorraine Suessmann 
Raymond Buckley  

Telephone Squad Barbara Toth 

Hospitality 
Roxanne Alaimo 
Lenny Esdailes  

Welcoming Open 

Neighborhood Advocacy Miguel Diaz 

Parks & Recreation  Leslie Diamond 

Fundraising Angelo Gulino 

House Tour Michael Symonds 

Crime Watch Dan Weigand 

Historic Districting Michael Lemme 

President Careen Lazarus 
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  It’s almost election time again. We 
need to vote in a new executive 
board for ESNA, a Mayor and sev-
eral seats on the City Council.  
ESNA has invited the City Council 
Candidates to the March General 
meeting to present their platforms.  
In April ESNA will run a special 
meeting for the Mayoral candidates 
to speak for a few moments and 
then participate in a question and 
answer period.  We are hopeful that 
many residents, not just Eastsiders, 
will turn out.  In an economy as bad 
as ours currently is, I don’t see how 
we can afford to not pay attention to 
the upcoming city elections.  Re-
gardless of your party, your prefer-
ences, etc., the election could not 
be more important.  As with most 
cities at this time, the budget issues 
at hand affect each and every one 
of us.  Our taxes are out of control, 
the services we receive are being 
cut back and we are still millions of 
dollars in the red.  So please be 
sure to make it to these meetings to 
get a clear idea of where each can-
didate stands in regard to their lead-
ership positions. 
 
  As far as the ESNA elections, all I 
hear is that ESNA is a clique. 
You’re right it is!  The reason being 
that the same people volunteer 
again and again or there would be 
no ESNA.  We ask at each meeting 
if you are interested in joining us 
and most meetings no one steps 
forward.  We do have some new 
residents that have joined the board 
but if you want to see real change, l 
urge you to be one of those volun-
teers.  Every new idea or fresh take 
on an old idea helps move us for-
ward.  We have been fortunate that 
Mayor Torres has entrusted us with 
the Greenhouse, in partnership with 
City Green. Now we are looking for-

ward to being caretakers for the 
White House.  It is my understand-
ing that the offices have been 
cleared out and a structural survey 
will be taking place and then ESNA 
will have to step in go to work bring-
ing the house up to what it should 
be.  Again, please, if this interests 
you, step forward at the next meet-
ing and let us know you would like 
to be involved in what happens in 
your neighborhood. 
 
  In this issue you will see some 
photos of the kids that you so gra-
ciously donated funds to so that 
they could have a Happy Holiday. 
Barbara O’Dea once again stepped 
forward and did a wonderful job ful-
filling their desires.  Michael Lemme 
and John Peretti did a bang up job 
as usual on the Holiday Party.  
Once again it was a wonderful 
happy event.  Thanks guys for all 
your hard work.  Michael Symonds 
and Marc Lazarus are owed a big 
thank you for the first Holiday 
House Tour.  We all know what 
hard work house tour takes and 
these guys pulled it off perfectly.  
Big Big thanks to you homeowners 
for all your decorating work to open 
your homes once again.  People so 
enjoy house tour, it’s a joy to hear 
all the wonderful comments from 
visitors. There are some people that 
are not quite satisfied with what we 
have to offer and hopefully we take 
those comments and use them to 
better the tour for the following year.  
Our loudest complaints were that 
we did not have enough homes to 
offer and there were no refresh-
ments available for people.  I will be 
the first to acknowledge that we 
must always have something for 
people to eat and drink, it’s just a 
part of the process so that is some-
thing we will be sure to correct for 

the next holiday tour.  As far as hav-
ing enough homes, we do our best 
to get homeowners to open up their 
homes and we agree that six is the 
absolute minimum we will offer.  In 
studying other tours we see that 
they, as a whole, charge much 
more than the $20-25 we charge 
and generally offer only six homes 
as a general rule.  I believe that is a 
fair number of homes to view, if we 
have more, wonderful, if we do not, 
then we do not. 
 
  As I close this Presidents message 
I am going to nag everyone about 
some important items.  Please pay 
your dues.  Without your dues we 
cannot operate.  If you call us and 
ask for our help, we do our very 
best to provide assistance to whom-
ever calls us, whether dues are paid 
or not.  So once again send in your 
check with the application in this 
newsletter and we will be grateful.  
Also, come out to the candidates 
nights we have prepared for you 
and most importantly, VOTE!  It’s 
just too important that this election  
puts the right people in the right po-
sitions.  This cannot be done with-
out you! This is your duty and I, for 
one, take it very seriously.  My fam-
ily, having come from the other side, 
drummed into me and my sisters 
the importance of this right.  Both 
my parents came from situations 
where one didn’t necessarily get 
that privilege.  Lastly, fill out the 
census forms when they arrive.  
This means money for our City, so if 
we are undercounted by the thou-
sands, we will then be overpaying 
by the thousands.  Please take the 
time to do these things and we will 
all benefit from your actions. 
 
Careen Lazarus 
President  
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“Oh Christmas Lady! Oh Christmas Lady!” 
 
There was once a story of a little boy who, when asked what he 
wanted for Christmas, couldn't think of what his special present 
would be.....he 
thought and thought 
but couldn't come up 
with an answer.  
June and I were 
there to ask the kids 
at the Phoenix cen-
ter what they 
wanted for Christ-
mas when Santa 
came to the 
school.  We went to 
all the designated classrooms for the children who were ear-
marked for our presents and were about to leave when I heard a 

little boy running as fast as he 
could down the hallway with a 
teacher right behind him trying 
to catch up and he was calling 
"Oh, Christmas Lady, Oh 
Christmas Lady”....and there it started.  

That was several years ago and the little boy has now grown up to a 
nice young man.  I just thought I would share this story with you.   
Did you ever think of Rudolph as a reindeer with a disability?  Well, 
he was.  Because of Rudolph's very shiny nose , all of the other rein-

deer used to laugh and call him names (remember?) and they never let poor Rudolph join in any rein-
deer games.  Do you remember what happened next?  To make the 
story short, his disability became his gift!  He saved them all and then all 
the reindeer loved him.  And he saved 
Christmas. 

Maybe that is why 
the kids at the 
Phoenix Center 
worked their way 
into our hearts. 
They really appre-
ciate us and it makes us better people to have found a school to be able to 
help. Santa arrived on the last day of school and all the kids received gifts this 
year as always and ours received a little extra.  I am hoping that you enjoy 
these pictures as much as I enjoyed being with 

the kids and taking pictures of them. 

We were able again with your help 
to bring a lot of joy into the hearts of 
the children.  Thank all of you so 
much and a special thanks to you 
who donated a lot of money and 
presents to the children. 

Barbara O'Dea 
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THIS COULD VERY WELL SAVE YOU OR YOUR LOVED ONES' LIVES:  

Twenty One Things Your Burglar Won't  Tell You:  

1.  Of course I look familiar. I was here just last week cleaning your carpets, painting your shutters, or delivering your new 
refrigerator.  
2. Hey, thanks for letting me use the bathroom when I was working in your yard last week. While I was in there, I 
unlatched the back window to make my return a little easier.  
3. Those yard toys your kids leave out always make me wonder what type of gaming system they have.  
4. Yes, I really do look for newspapers piled up on the driveway. And I might leave a pizza flyer in your front door to see 
how long it takes you to remove it.  
5. If it snows while you're out of town, get a neighbor to create car and foot tracks into the house. Virgin drifts in the drive-
way are a dead giveaway.  
6. If decorative glass is part of your front entrance, don't let your alarm company install the control pad where I can see if 
it's set. That makes it too easy...  
7. A good security company alarms the window over the sink. And the windows on the second floor, which often access 
the master bedroom-and your jewelry.  
8. It's raining, you're fumbling with your umbrella, and you forget to lock your door-understandable. But understand this: I 
don't take a day off because of bad weather.  
9. I always knock first. If you answer, I'll ask for directions somewhere or offer to clean your gutters. (Don't take me up on 
it.)  
10. Do you really think I won't look in your sock drawer? I always check dresser drawers, the bedside table, and the medi-
cine cabinet.  
11. Helpful hint: I almost never go into kids' rooms.  
12. You're right: I won't have enough time to break into that safe where you keep your valuables. But if it's not bolted 
down, I'll take it with me.  
13. A loud TV or radio can be a better deterrent than the best alarm system.  
If you're reluctant to leave your TV on while you're out of town, you can buy a $35 device that works on a timer and simu-
lates the flickering glow of a real television. (Find it at faketv.com.)  
14. Sometimes, I carry a clipboard. Sometimes, I dress like a lawn guy and carry a rake. I do my best to never, ever look 
like a crook.  
15. The two things I hate most: loud dogs and nosy neighbors.  
16. I'll break a window to get in, even if it makes a little noise. If your neighbor hears one loud sound, he'll stop what he's 
doing and wait to hear it again. If he doesn't hear it again, he'll just go back to what he was doing. It's human nature.  
17. I'm not complaining, but why would you pay all that money for a fancy alarm system and leave your house without 
setting it?  
18. I love looking in your windows. I'm looking for signs that you're home, and for flat screen TVs or gaming systems I'd 
like. I'll drive or walk through your neighborhood at night, before you close the blinds, just to pick my targets.  
19. Avoid announcing your vacation on your Facebook page. It's easier than you think to look up your address.  
20. To you, leaving that window open just a crack during the day is a way to let in a little fresh air. To me, it's an invitation.  
21. If you don't answer when I knock, I try the door. Occasionally, I hit the jackpot and walk right in.  
Sources : Convicted burglars in North Carolina, Oregon, California, Kentucky, security consultant Chris McGoey, who 
runs crimedoctor.com; and Richard T. Wright, a criminology professor at the University of Missouri-St. Louis, who inter-
viewed 105 burglars for his book Burglars on the Job.  
Protection for you and your home:  
Much better than a gun, here are more humane ways to wreck someone's evil plans for you.    
Wasp Spray 
When asked by one woman about using pepper spray, the local police department recommended that she get a can of 
wasp spray instead.  The wasp spray, they told her, can shoot up to twenty feet away and is more accurate, while with the 
pepper spray, they have to get too close and could overpower you.  The wasp spray temporarily blinds an attacker until 
they get to the hospital for an antidote. 
Wasp And Hornet Spray  
On the heels of a break in and beating in Toledo, self defense experts have a tip that could save your life.  
A teacher in the art of self-defense has told his students for decades to keep a can of wasp and hornet spray near their 
door or bed..  "This is better than anything I can teach them."  It is inexpensive, easy to find, and more effective than 
mace or pepper spray.  The cans typically shoot 20 to 30 feet; so if someone tries to break into your home, "spray the 
culprit in the eyes".  
"That's going to give you a chance to call the police; maybe get out."  Maybe even save your life.  Please share this with 
all the people in your life.  
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Best Products  201-262-5422 10% on Prepared  Food Products—Free Delivery 
The Bonfire Restaurant 973-278-2400 10% discount 
Duffy’s Grill 973-357-8100 10% discount 
East Chiropractic 973-523-5252 20% discount 
Frank & Joe’s Pizza 973-881-1525 10% discount 
Greenbaum Interiors 973-279-3000  5% discount 
  (Fred Cannon or Sue Greenbaum) 
Hartmann Staging and Design 201-788-6074 free consultation & 10% on services 
Dr. Jonathan Mangot D.M.D 973-742-5541 10% discount for all  dental services 
Citylife Realtors   (Mike Lemme) 973-345-9995 Free Market Analysis 
Nesty Cleaners 973-278-4887 10% when spending $20 or more 
Total Concepts Hair Design 201-262-7337 10% on any service with select stylists 
Tungol Paint 973-345-4444 10% discount 
Visage Salon and Spa 201-261-8100 10% on any service with select stylists 
 

Please check our website at www.eastsideneighborhood.org to check for new companies that have 
been added to our discount list.�

Members, please remember that these establishments have graciously extended these discounts to us 
as members of ESNA. Please think of them when you need these services. If you own or work for a 
business that might benefit from our program, please notify us. 

We would like to thank the merchants that are participating in our discount program. 
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Recyclables must be placed at curbside by 6:00 a.m. of your scheduled day, 
rain or shine! You may also bring your recyclables to the City Yard located at 
402 East 16th Street and 10th Avenue. Recycling Division's telephone num-
ber is 973-321-1393. 

ALUMINUM, TIN, GLASS AND PLASTIC: 

These items can be mixed and must be placed in a re-usable container. 
PLEASE DO NOT USE PLASTIC BAGS.  

Each time plastic bags are found in a truck of recyclable material, the City is 
charged an additional fee. 
NEWSPAPER: Newspapers must be placed in brown paper bags or bundled 
with string. 

CARDBOARD: Brown corrugated cardboard boxes must be flattened down, 
tied in bundles and placed curbside on your recycling day. Cardboard cannot 
be waxed or contain garbage of any kind. 
WHITE GOODS: White goods must be placed out on the curb and called into 
the recycling office to arrange a pick-up. Refrigerator doors must be removed. 

TIRES: Tires must be called into the City Yard at 973-321-3324. 

REMEMBER, RECYCLING IS THE LAW AND YOU MAY BE SUBJECT TO A 
$1,000.00 FINE FOR FAILURE TO DO SO. PLEASE DON'T LITTER; HELP 
KEEP PATERSON CLEAN! 

$��'�.&$�,�04�0$1512.����

Eastside Perspective Staff 
 

Editor: Andy Heimer 

Advertising: Bill Morrison 
Bob Seal 

How to reach us: 

ESNA Newsletter 
P.O. Box 28 
Paterson, NJ 07544-0028 

(973) 345-2700 

andy.heimer@gmail.com 

http://www.eastsideneighborhood.org 

 

Eastside Perspective 

Advertising Rates 
Business Card $  25.00 per issue 

1/4 Page $  50.00 per issue 

1/2 Page $  75.00 per issue 

1 Full Page $100.00 per issue 

 

Ads must be submitted one month prior 
to publication. Please mail your ad to: 
ESNA, P.O. Box 28, Paterson, NJ 
07544-0028  
or e-mail :aheimer@optonline.net 

Rates are based upon insertion in one 
issue. A discount of 10%  will be ap-
plied for advertisers who wish to adver-
tise in 4 issues. 

The  opinions of  our advertisers are not 
necessarily that of the Eastside 
Neighborhood Association or its mem-
bers. 

Deadline to contribute to our next issue 
is May 12, 2010 
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ESNA President Carri Lazarus presents Rich Walters with the Ritvo Award 
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